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Providences Jlugust 2, 1SS5- 
BIr. SnERjVTAivr : 

My Dear .Sir— The reception of my friend, Henry Y. Cranston, and 
myself, at Woonsocket Falls, on the 4th of July, was too kind, courteous and 
flattering, to be forgotten. The people, on that occasion asaembled on the green 
hill top, under the shade, to finish in generous hilarity a free expression of Senti- 
ments, the ceremonial of that very appropriate celebration, were, as you remem- 
ber, mterrupted, and by a sudden and very heavy fall of rain, compelled to leave 
the table, just at the time when all seemed to expect from me, some reply to such 
a sentiment, given by a highly respected friend, and received in such a manner 
as to merit my warmest acknowledgments. I arose to do this ; and, while lookl 
ing around on the whole assembly, every eye, every countenance seemed to 
ask, to demand of me something more substantial than merely the expression of 
my thanks; some fair and honest account, of how the men in high places en- 
trusted with high powers, by them and others, the people of these United sJates 
had been, and were doing and performing their official duties. A lar<re con- 
course of people were before me; veteran age from the fields of '76, and vi^or- 
ous manhood and blooming youth, from every department of industry wer^ there- 
and they were the people of the island, of that generous and valiant State, which 
had, not as a step-rnotber, but with more than maternal confidence and affection 
received me to her bosom. The Orator of the day had ably explained to us 
the great prmciples of the revolution ; and it seemed to me, that I could do 
nothing more appropriate to the occasion, or acceptable to those before me, than 
' to point out to them some of the more important particular.-,, in which the 
present rulers of the Nation had departed from those principles in the adminis- 
tration of our government. I had begun to do this, when the rain admonished 
ua to seek a more secure shelter. Thus interrupted, I told the people, that I 
would send to them, through your Press, what was then in my mind to speak to 
them. What I then promised, while the thunder was loud in the heavens over 
our heads, I now request you to aid me in performing. I should sooner have done 
this, had not unavoidable avocations called for my whole time and attention. 
Please to print in your paper, or otherwise, and distribute to the people; 

The testimony of Tristam Burges, concerning some of those things' done by 
the executive and the councilloi-s and partizans of the executive of the United 
Slates, in violation of the great and leading principles of the revolution of 1776, 
intended to have been spoken by him to the people who celebrated the 4tb of 
July, 1S35, at Woonsocket Falls, and now communicated to them through the 
Free Press, of that place. "^ 

Truly and with high respect. 

Your obedient servant, 

TRISTAM BURGES. 
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RE MARKS. 

Tjen years ago, when I was first placed in the public service by 
the people of this State, the waters of this river rolled down these 
Falls in almost useless and entire solitude. Now, the house of in- 
dustry, the abode of accommodation and elegance, the place of pub- 
lic instruction, the temple of the living God, are located here on its 
shores ; and the surrounding hills are crowned and crowded with a 
peopled city. This enchanting exhibition has grown up, under 
that national policy, which encourages domestic labor ; and which, 
while in your service, it has been my pride and delight, to toil both 
to preserve and perpetuate. By this delightful vision, I am more 
than rewarded. I am your debtor, for all, and more than all your 
high courtesies of this day. To say I thank you, as I most deeply 
and ardently do, would be but a poor return ; and I will not attempt 
to cancel the delightful obligation of gratitude, by any such incon- 
siderable equivalent. Much more appropriate to this day, and to your 
great political interests, would it be for me as a faithful watchman in 
your setvice, to compare the policy and measures of the present ad- 
ministration, with the great principles of the revolution, and thereby 
disclose the safety or the peril of your interests and liberties. 

Our forefathers migrated from Europe, and founded govern- 
ments here, not for the beneftt of their parent country, nor to furnish 
honors and emoluments for those who might rule over them; but to 
secure and perpetuate their own great interests, life, liberty, and 
the fruits of their own labors. When England enacted laws subver- 
sive of those interests, and *'sent hither swarms of officers to harass 
them, and eat out their substance/' they took up the sword, and as- 
serted and secured their independence. It was, therefore, to pre- 
serve the benefits of our government for the whole people, and to 
exclude officers from any monopoly of those benefits, that our revolu- 
tion was achieved. This was one of the great principles of that rev- 
olution. Let it never be forgotten. (Question their patriotism, and 
beware of all their pretensions, who hold that any man, or any set 
of men, may claim any exclusive right to the benefits of govern- 
ment. 

x\nother great principle of the revolution, grew out of the inhe- 
rent right of the people to enact their own laws, either by themselves 
or by l.heir representatives. The Legislative power, the i>ower of 
making laws, is the highest attribute of sovereignty ; for every other 
power, in any community, does but adjudicate or execute those laws, 
which have been enacted by the Legislature. Every independent 
community is a sovereignty, and of right exercises this power. 
Those men who, in the Mayflower arrived in the harbor of I*lym- 
outh, on the 9th day of November, 1620, did, while on board that 
vessel, subscribe a compact, and form themselves into such a com- 
munity. Roger Williams and his associates, were, by compact, 
another such community of men ; such too were all the other States, 
founded in this -country before the revolution. They were not, it is 
true, entirely independent of Great Britain; but to a certain extent, 
they exercised legislative power. When the King, therefore, under- 
took to abolish that power, by placing his Veto on their charters 
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and their laws, the people of the Colonies lifted up the sword 
against this usurpation • and the Revolution was achieved to abolish 
th^t tijrannical exercise of the Veto power, and to secure to the peo- 
ple tlie right of enacting their own laws, by themselves or their rep- 
resentatives. ^ j^P 

Permit me to name one other principle of the Revolution. In ev- 
ery sovereign community, each individual member pledges his labor 
Ills Jite, and his property, to support and defend that community! 
iJufier this pledge, such communities can assess taxes, and raise a 
tund tor the common defence and general welfare. This fund con- 
stitutes the money power of the community ; and because it must be 
reguJatejl by law, the legislative power alone can have the control of 
this tund. That power alone can, by themselves or their agents di- 
rect the assessment, the collection, the custody, and the disburse- 
ment ol this fund, this money power of the State. This control of 
tiie money power of each colony, had been claimed and exercised by 
the i^egislatures of each of them, and no roi/al governor of either of 
them, had ever dared to meddle with the public money. Nor did any 
King of England, no not one of the lyranniccd and all graspins: 
House oj istuart, ever claim the right, or exercise tJie jwncr to fu<srss 
or eodect any tCix in a single colony ; or take, hold, or keep or di'<- 
f>urse, so much as one copper of all the money of all the colonies. 
vvuen the elder Charles was biought to the block, for his manifold 
usurpations, he stood on the scaffold with clean hands. He had 
grasped at power, but never soiled his fingers by contaminating ffold. 
In all that long catalogue of transgressions, aliened against Ge'^rge 
the third in the Declaration of Independence, you do not find him 
charged with having seized and kept the custody of the public money 
of the Colonies, or any one of them. He dared not do it. The Par- 
liament would not have suflercd their King to hold the custody of 
one shilling of public money; no, not if that shilling uere drawn 
trom colonial taxation. 

That Parliament claimed, and attempted to exercise the rJoht Xo 
raise and to control a money power in the Colonies, is true. They 
were resisted, however, in the outset. A revenue cutter was burn- 
ed in JVarraganset Bay. A cargo of tea, charged with a tax, was 
thrown over board in the harbor of Boston. Tliis attempt to control 
the money power of the Colonies, though placed here as the third, 
was the first great turning principle of tlie Revolution. It made 
usurpation palpable. It embodied tyranny and placed all its odious 
delormities lull m view. Resistance was immediate, united, universal; 
and was ^\x?k\\y crowned witli success. 

My fellow citizens, on these great principles our country was set- 
tled, our revolution moved, our Independence achieved, and our £rov- 
ernuients, both of the several and the .United States, established. 
llave those governments been administered according to those prin- 
ciples ? It does not behoove us to examine the administration in any 
of the State Governments, else might we perhaps find, in New York, 
the parent plant of every poisonous scion, whicFi has been engrafted 
into the policy and produced the measures of the National Admin- 
istration. 

The People who framed the constitution of that government, have 
told us, that it was instituted to tbrin a more perlect Union, to estab- 
lish justice, ensure domestic tranquility, provide ibr the common de- 
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fence, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of lib- 
erty to them and their posterity. It was a government established 
for" the people, intended to preserve their legislative ascendency, to 
secure the public revenue, by retaining in their own control, or those 
of their immediate representatives, the great money j>ower of the 

nation. 

It has been seen that the first moving principle of the revolution 
was a question concerning the public treasure. The Constitution 
was intended to take care of this, by providing *' that Congress shall 
dispose of, and make all necessary rules and regulations concerning 
the territory, and other property of the Unitecl States/' Under this 
constitutional power. Congress had disposed of the public money, by 
making all needful rules and regulations concerning what taxes 
should^be paid, and who should pay them ; concerning how and by 
whom the money should be collected; where and by whom it should 
be kept ; and for what purposes, to what men, and by whom it 
should be disbursed. Indeed, so perfect was the public money sys- 
tem of the United States, devised and established by Congress, that 
from 1316 up to 1833, more than $550,000,090 had been assessed, 
collected, kept, and paid out, without the loss of a single cent. It is 
known to all men acquainted with public affairs, that the public 
money cannot be paid out immadlateAy after it is paid into the hands 
of those who collect and keep it ; and that throiigkout the whole yeai\ 
from 6 to 10 millions of dollars, much must necessarily lie on hand, 
unemployed. Caagress took care of this, for the benefit of the 
people. They so disposed of, and regulated the public money, that 
those who had the collection, keeping, and disbursement of it, were 
obliged to pay to the people a bonus, a stipulated sura, for the use of 
this\nnual surplus, deposited and lying in their hands. The sum 
paid by them, and the interest upon it, reckoning it at the rate and 
in the manner of dividends, paid out of the Treasury, for twenty 
years, the time stipulated for them to have the keeping of that money, 
amounts to $5,000,000, 

In 1833, the House of Representatives, by their Committee of 
ways and means, carefully examined the whole system : the manner 
of collecting, keeping, and disbursing the public money ; and looked 
ddigently iixto the regularity of the whole, especially inquiring after 
t\i^safcty of this great national Treasure. They reported that all 
was right, all was safe; and the House did, on the second day of 
March, 1833, receive and adopt that report ; and by a large majority, 
resolved that the national money was safe in the national Treasury. 
After this, in September, 1833, the Secretary of the Treasury, Mr 
Duane, re-examined the whole, and adjudged that this money was 
safe, and refused to order its removal- 

Notwithstanding all these things, the President, under the advise- 
ment of Mr Van Buren, did, in the October following, what neither 
the first Charles, nor the second James, nor the third George, Kings 
of England, ever dared to do; he seized the public treasure, remov- 
ed the^whole mass from the treasury house appointed by Congress, 
and from the care and safe keeping of those into whose hands it had 
by them, been committed; and having done this, he placed this 
money in those State Banks, with which, Amos Kendall, an agent 
appointed by himself, had contracted for the keeping of it. This 
was done not only without any shadow of legal authority, but con- 
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trary to law, in violation of the constitution, and against one of the 
great prmcjples of our gJorious revolution. It was and still is a 
naked act of usurpation, such as was never before done or attempt- 
ed by any executive, whether king, prince, or precedent of any con- 
stitutional Government on earth. It was admitted, in debate last 
session m the House of Representatives, by Mr Polk, one of the 
*T,^f "?^ ff''^'^'*"^ and distinguished favorites of Gen. Jackson, 

that the public money had for some time past been managed with- 
out ^^y i^^V^^I ^V^^"" r?z-..r.f/o« of the President." This ac was 
condemned by the Senate ; and never would the executive partizans 
either bring it themselves, or suffer it by others to be brought before 
the House ol Representatives. I have myself offered two i esolutions 
for that purpose ; Mr Evans of Maine, offered several more and 
others have attempted the same thing, but they were all laid on the 

tL.^ ■^'i. \^ i""^^"" V^ "'''^"'^ suffered to vote directly on the ques- 
tion The deed, therefore, stands condemned, by Congress by all 
good men and patriots in the nation ; and the perpetrators of n by 
their own conduct, have also set upon.it, the seal of condemnation.^ 

WW^.'^'ti T "^^^l^*^^" «f *he treasury been perpetrated? 

Why has this money been placed beyond the control of Congress '* 
Why has it been given to State Banks not accountable to them and 
w hich pay the people nothing for the use of their money ? These 
Uanks have annually a surplus, deposited in their vaults by thi- 
Slm'^and*"^ ""*' ^^"" *^" '^7,000,000. They can loan upon thi^ 
Tvv^«?^ ^^P in circulation, not less than three times that amount. 
?1 leo^nno^ millions will give to them an interest annually of 
m ^n^?^ Tf- \t^ ^^^ nothing to the people for the use of their 

^evs ^and O^S^tl "^ IS paid, it is paid to the Kendals, and Whit- 
^VZ\ M Sallivans, who are appointed by the lower Cabinet, to 

^^lTL*i ? Banks, and inspect, not their financial, but their politi- 

,i.,fi'"' Z^"^^ purpose, I again ask, has this been done? Why has 
blL "^^ . "'1''' *^''", '-'^''^^^ hundred thousand dollars a year, 
been given to one hundred or more of these State Banks ? INTot for 
the safety of the treasure for it was safe before. Not for the benefit 
nf rl!^! P^^Pl^' f%,these Banks pay nothing to the people for the use 
of this money. This money was given, for the benefit of those who 
gave it. It IS a direct bribe, to secure the election of Martin Van 
fSrnnn nnn^J'^'f^ ^^"^ measure. It adds 87,000,000 to the capital, 
ll nnnnnn * u^- *^'^^"^^t>on and discounts, of these 100 Banks 
^l,UOO 000 to their annual revenue, and leaves them $260,000 to 
pay political agents to visit, to direct and control the political move- 
ments of all connected with them. Each President of each of these 
Banks will, when the time of election comes, be told that ^'t/ut/ mt,sf 
support those who si^pport themJ^ This will be laid before the Di- 
rectors and Stockholders and Debtors ; and they will fully under- 
snn"r.o;/!'lf* %^ Deposits will be instanthj withdrawn, unless they 
support he Van Buren ticket. This is, and has been, the New 
xork policy and practice. 

People of Rhode Island, will you submit to this ? Will you see 
the great principles of the Revolution violated; the glorious 
achievernents of your fathers dishonored and disgraced ; their conse- 
crated blood trampled under foot, by tyranny a?id usurpation T and 
you yourselves bribed and bought, by your own money, to support 



men who have done, and are doing all these rank abominations ? 
No ; by the memory of the brave, the wise and the good, I hear you 
gwear you will never do this. 

By another great principle of the Revolution, the people claimed 
the right, by themselves or their representatives, to make their own 
laws. ° There was some limitation, it is true, to this claim, and it 
was admitted that those laws should not contravene those of Eng- 
land ; but the Colonists never admitted the Veto power of the King, 
to any great extent; and one of the accusations against him, was, 
that "He had refused his assent to the most wholesome laws." If 
the exercise of this Veto power, rendered the English King so ob- 
noxious to the fathers of the Revolution, what shall we say of the 
President, for his exercise of it ? We know that, by the Constitu- 
tion, all legislative power, conveyed by that grant, is vested in Con- 
gress ; and yet the Veto power has been so exercised by the Presi- 
dent, that all legislation is controled by him. This power was giv- 
en to' him, that thereby, he might guard the executive power agamst 
the encroachments of the legislature ; but he has so managed it as to 
swallow up in the Veto, not only this, but the judicial power also- 
He has, by his Veto, cut up the whole system of Internal Improve, 
ment, and deprived Congress of all power to regulate commerce be- 
tween the several States and among the Indian tribes. A law, 
enacted in 1802, regulating intercourse with the Indian tribes, and 
protectina- them against the intrusion of white men, he has refused to 
execute ^and though approved by Mr. Jefferson and executed by 
him, by Mr. Madison, by Mr. Monroe, and by Mr. Adams, General 
Jackson has declared it unconstitutional, and in effect placed the 
Veto power upon it. In consideration of large tracts of land ceeded 
to the United States by the Cherokees, the United States did, by the 
most solemn treaties, guarantee to the Cherokees, the security of all 
their remaining land. These treaties the President has declared un- 
constitutional, against the adjudications of the Supreme Court of 
the United States; and placing his Veto on compacts which are the 
supreme laws of the land, and which all the powers of our govern- 
ment could never abolish or repeal, he has delivered the lands of 
that wronged, injtared and insulted people, to the State of Georgia ; 
and left their lawful owners to be scourged, imprisoned, murdered, 
or banished from their own country. 

Mr. Madison originally doubted , the constitutionality of a Bank 
of the United States ; but in 1816 he approved the law by \yhich it 
was chartered. He did this because, as he said, the constitutional 
question had been settled, by Congress, by the Supreme Court, and 
by the voice of the people. Though both Houses of Congress, the 
Senate and House of Representatives, had, by large majorities, 
re-chartered that Bank, yet Gen. Jackson, regardless of the adjudi- 
cation of the Supreme Court, the enactment of Congress, the voice 
of the people, and the example and high authority of Mr. Madison, 
placed his veto on a law, enacted to secure the national treasure, 
preserve a sound and uniform currency, and facilitate the operations, 
of commerce in every part of the country. 

I will mention but one other departure from the principles of the 
revolution by the exercise of the veto power. The public lands be- 
long to all the several States ; and the United States are their trus- 
tees to receive and distribute among them the amount for which 



these lands may bo sold. This sum amounts annually to not less 
than a3,0[)0,000. The dividend of Rhode Island would be about 
^25,000 a year. A Bill passed through both Houses of Cono-ress 
providing for this distribution ; but the President brouo-ht it under 
his all-nullifying power, and placed his veto upon this ^measure so 
dear to so many of the people, and so valuable to our State. Other 
States have had some share already in those lands, which lay within 
their chartered limits. Georgia has received from the United States 
more than the value of $25,000,000. Virginia received lartre tracts 
and has lately received additions to them, to reward her revolution- 
ary soldiers and militia. Connecticut sold her reservation for sev- 
eral millions of dollars, and has now an immense fund for the sup- 
port of schools. Massachusetts and Maine, New-Hampshire and 
Vermont, have all large tracts of wild lands. Rhode Island cut off 
by surrounding States, from all proximity to these lands, has never 
received so much as an acre of soil or a cent of money from them 
all. What State, in the revolutionary war, expended her treasure 
more freely, or fought more gallantly, or bled more profusely than 
our little valiant Rhode Island ? 

I pray of you, my fellow citizens, to consider what a commentary 
this exercise of the veto power, is on the principles of the revolu- 
tion ! What a reward of revolutionary merit ! Will Rhode Island 
support men, who support measures teeming with such ino-ratitude 
such rank injustice! Will you labor to secure to yourselves that 
successor to the present chief, who has pledged himself to walk 
in his footsteps, and finish that work of usurpation and injusticr- 
which he has so gloriously begun ? iVot if you are men, and mind- 
ful ot your laws, your liberties, your rights, and the just rewards of 
those who, by their blood and treasure, achieved the revolution. 

Once more, let us inquire how the present administration has 
sustained that other great principle of the revolution, that all gov- 
ernments are instituted for the benefit of the people, the whole peo- 
ple ; but not exclusively for the gain or aggrandizement of any one 
man, or any class or description of men. When was this great 
principle first obliterated from the records of our national policy ' 
When were the many, the people, forgotten, and the benefits of 
government declared to belong to the few ? Not even to a whole 
party, certainly not to the wise, the honest, the independent the con- 
stitutionally faithful ; but to the favorites, the flatterers, the syco- 
phants of that party. It was in the year 1820. Then 'it was first 
announced, that government was established to create offices with 
high honors, and large emoluments for such men as these, the Van 
Burens and the Kendalls of our country. The old revolutionary 
maxim of government to protect life, secure liberty, preserve the 
fruits of labor, then first became obsolete. Men then stooped their 
necks to the collar, marked with the name of a political chief. In 
former times men had taken their political names from their political 
principles. Then Demagogues who were themselves without any 
such distinguished mark, chose to place their own names on their 
own followers. Thus it was, that many honest men, many patriotic 
men, forgetful of themselves, and of their country, suffered them- 
selves to be degraded into partizans, that a few of the unprincipled 
the ambitious, the avaricious, might, from their shoulders, vault into 
high seats of honor, and office of large emolument. 
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Then first a President of the United States assumed the kingly 
style ; and the government of the American People and their public 
servants were by him called ^' My Government, My Departments, 
My Secretaries, My Clerks, My Army, My Navy," and last of all, 
il/y Treasury r — It is solemnly true, that the whole government has 
ceased to be administered for the benefit of the people ; and con- 
verted into a machine to subserve the ambition and avarice of those, 
who were originally intended to be the servants of the people, the 
holders of executive offices. What benefit will you, my fellow citi- 
zens, in a few years, derive from the United States Government? 
The veto has been placed on internal improvements; and noinore 
money will be expended to facilitate the travel and transportation of 
the country- The veto will also, by the next year have destroyed 
the currency, which passed with a value equal to gold and silver, in 
every State; and you can then neither travel nor trade beyond your 
own neighborhood, without paying a premium to brokers and money 
changers, as often as you pass from one State to another. All laws 
for protecting domestic industry, will be at an end in a few years ; 
and you are "now utterly refused any separate share in the public 
lands. Jackson Men, Van Buren Men, what do you gain by your 
devotion to such leaders? A Government for yourselves, and your 
children ? No. Your friends get offices, in the Custom House, in 
the Post Office establishment, with Marshals and Deputy Marshals. 
John R. Waterman gets $2,400 a year. E. J. Mallett, the son-in- 
law of Gov, Fenner, gets as Post Master, 83,500 a year. Look 
through the country, many are laboring, and toiling in the collar and 
harness of the party, that a few, who put on the load, and drive them, 
may feed and fatten on the public provender. 

Tell me not that there must be officers, and they must be paid. I 
know it. I admit it all ; but when government is perverted, and de- 
graded, from a government for the People, to a government, not even 
for a party; but for a naere congregation and cabal of Officers ; then 
it is that the people should awaken to their rights, and with vigor 
restore the Commonwealth to its orignal and prestine purposes. 
Does any one disbelieve this, let him, with me, look into the measures 
of this administration, present, and past ; and he will find every 
thing contrived, and calculated for this sole and exclusive purpose. 

The first step taken in this course, was to change the object of 
Government from the people to the party. This was done ; and it 
was announced that the President would reward his followers, and 
punish his opposers. This doctrine was promulgated, by the confi- 
dential agent of the President in 1829^ before his inauguration, and 
while he was forming his cabinet, court followers and associates- 
Presidents had before been elected, by parties. The People had 
freely exercised their electorial rights ; and never had any man ap- 
prehended, that the time wouhl ever come, in our liberal and repub- 
lican country, that the successful candidate would cause it to be pro- 
claimed, that he was not the President of the whole people, but 
merely of a party ; and that he would so administer the Government, 
as to punish those free born Americans who had dared to vote 
against his elevation to the Chief Magistracy. 

The second step was still further to circumscribe the benefits of 
government ; and not only to confine those benefits to that party, but 
to a selected few ; to those who might be appointed to hold offices. 
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It was thereupon proclaimed that all the benefits of Government 
were the spoils of political victory, and w^ere to be carried off, and 
shared by the triumphant party. What w^ere these spoils? Not the 
effects of a wise and constitutional administration ; but the offices, 
the honors, the emoluments in the power, and gifts of the President. 
These could not be divided to the whole party, share and share alike, 
but were carried off by the most zealous, noisy, and unprincipled. 
Accordingly we find, that early in this administration, every officer, 
not of this description, w^as removed, and ail places were filled with — 
forgive me, if I do not attempt to tell you with what kind of persons. 

The third step in this progress was made, by increasing tlie num- 
ber of offices. It was found that but few of the partizans of power, 
could receive exclusive benefit, from the administration, unless new 
offices could be created for their accommodation. Offices were, 
therefore, multiplied for that purpose. In 1832, the Custom House 
officers, in the State of Rhode Island, had been multiplied, until the 
number was 82, Since that time, they have been increased to, I 
know not what number. In the port of New York alone, there are 
more than 800. In this State, these officers were once so few, that 
they were paid, and liberally paid, by a certain per centage on the 
amount of the revenue, and by certain fees for specific services ren- 
dered ; but now the number has so increased here and elsewhere, 
that they cry out for a fixed salery ; either because their services are 
so inconsiderable, or the revenue so small that it will not pay them; 
and Congress w^as, last winter, employed many weeks, in forming a 
system for this purpose. For want of time it was not finished. 

From 1829 to 1832, the number of Post Offices had been in- 
creased from 8,000 to 12,000. Almost all the contracts for trans- 
porting the mail have, by the impositions of the General Post Office, 
been given to partizan favorites ; so that by disclosing offers made 
for carrying, or by changing the terms of advertisement, or by extra 
allowances, the two great parties, that is the people, have been de- 
frauded of half a million of dollars, and a selected number of indi- 
viduals, have received the whole benefit of this expenditure. 

Innumerable Indian treaties have been made with almost every 
tribe. This policy employs commissioners, interpreters, men to 
furnish accommodations to the parties, such as tents, goods for pres- 
ents, rations for subsistence, and liquors for all purposes. In every 
treaty, certain parcels of lands are reserved, by numbers of the 
principal chiefs and warriors. These cannot be sold but by the 
consent of the President, and are always bought by his favorites, at a 
low rate. In every treaty annuities are given to the tribe, and cer- 
tain sums in clothing and provisions, to aid them in removing be- 
yond the Mississippi. Ilere are offices furnished for payers of annu- 
ities, agents of removal, providers of rations, furnishers of clothing, 
and stationary agents, after they have arrived at their new location. 
In this manner Indian annuities have, in seven years, been increas- 
ed from about ^330,000 to nearly a million a year : and officers, em- 
ployed in the Indian affairs, are so multiplied that they almost swarm 
over the wide and savage wilderness of the west. What benefit is 
all this to the people, to the Jacksoli or anti-Jakson men? W^e do 
not want their land. We have millions upon millions of acres, 
which have not, and will not for a century be brought into market. 
Why should our money be taken to buy it of the Indians ; when. 
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neither Gen. Jackson, nor any President, who shall tread in hia foot- 
steps, and pursue his policy, \i^ill ever suffer us, or our children, to 
receive one cent from the sales of it ? It furnishes salaries for offi* 
cers. It is, it is, my fellow citizens, a part of that outrageous policy, 
which is rapidly changing our whole system, from what it w^as seven 
years ago, a government for the benefit of the people, to a mere 
scheme to multiply and enrich the holders of offices, and receivers of 
salaries. We, we are the payers of taxes; and they, they are the 
collectors and holders, and consumers of the money. 

By a fourth step, in this course of perverting the government 
from its original purpose, the Press has been enlisted into the ser- 
vice, and all connected with it are made officers and placed under 
pay. By this process the current of truth is poisoned at the very 
fountain head. The political press w^as establislied, and made free, 
by the Constitution, solely for the benefit of the people • Those who 
manage this press, are the centinels of the nation. They should 
stand between the people and their public servants, unbribed, un- 
bought, and in all the purity of a perfect independence. What ci 
host of them are notv pensioned ond pcdd ! f From end to end of the 
United States, the^/ eire touched and contaniinated by the public mon- 
ey. iVaf one of all these ^ no matter Jiotv small his pay ^ daises to lisp, 
or print a syllahle against not even the most gross abominations of 
executive potoer. 

Last session of Congress an attempt was made to correct this 
abuse. I offered a resolution, which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary ; and they were directed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of having all the public printing done in the District of Co- 
lumbia, and excluding all printers of newspapers from doing any* 
part of it. This would have cut up by the roots, this whole system 
of corruption, and left the political press, free to tell the truth to the 
people. This resolution raised an outcry against me, and I was de- 
nounced from Maine to Kentucky. The majority, five out of nine, 
of the Committee, reported against the resolution, The overflowing 
bitterness, and labored perversions of that report, clearly proved the 
high value set on a corrupted press; and showed, at what a cost it 
had been brought to its present subservient condition. 

I>o not then, my fellow^ citizens, expect truth from Newspapers 
in the pay of the administration. Those who conduct them, are of- 
fice-holders, and they dare not, they cannot tell the truth, until they 
resolve to give up their pay, and become independent men. One 
printed word of truth against the men in power, would strike them 
from their hold on Executive patronage, just as certainly and as 
quickly as you with a pole could strike a nest of caterpillers from the 
limb of an apple-tree in your orchard. 

A fifth step in the progress of excluding the people from the bene* 
fits of Government, and transferring those benefits to the immediate 
servants and executive officers of the administration, was the seizure 
and removal of the money of the people from their treasury ; and 
placing it in the hands of numerous State corporations with banking 
powers. The whole revenue of the nation is, by this measure, de- 
posited in these State Banks. The amount is from 20 to .f 30, 000,- 
000 a year ; and the average sum, which will be continually in them^, 
cannot be less than 7,000,000 at all times. The single act has con^ 
stitufed, ordained and appointed, each president^ cashier^ cleric^ direc^ 
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tor and stockholder of all these numerous State Banhs^ art officer of 
the President of the United States. These new officers, created by 
the act of the President alone, and removable at his pleasure, are all 
under pay. They have the use of ^^7, 000, 000 per annum. It is 
worth to the people, ^420,000 a year; for that amount invested in 
the shares of the United States Bank, which has been destroyed by 
the veto of the President, gave to them annually, that sum in divi- 
dends. There is 100, or more of these Banks. On this deposit of 
the people's money, they can put into circulation more than twenty 
millions, and clear a yearly dividend of more than one million of 
dollars. No matter how great or how small may be their stocks, or 
how many or how few may be the number of these stockholders, 
they are all executive officers, under government pay ; for they will 
all receive their rateable share of this yearly million of dollars. It 
is no matter to the people, they will never touch a cent of this money, 
JVo matter to you or to me ; to whig or tory ; to Van Buren man or 
Webster man ; White man or Harrison man ; not one of us all, un- 
less we are stockholders and office holders, we shall reap not a grain 
of all this golden yearly harvest. 

I tell you, people of Rhode Island, and if I could speak to the 
whole nation, I would tell every iTian in our country, the Govern- 
ment is totally changed and perverted from its original use and pur- 
pose. It is no longer a government for the benefit of the people ; 
but is held and adn:iinistered, solely for the benefit of the office 
holders. Don't tell me, that these Banks will be visited by two or 
three hundred agents and supervisors, to direct and keep them in 
the service. I know it all, and I admit it all ; and they must be 
paid out of the yearly dividends. This will only add so many iTiore 
to the number of executive officers and increase the number of those 
who live on the plunder of the people. ^WiW the people gain a cent 
b)^ all this ? What farmer, think you, is made the richer by multi- 
plying the number of vermin which feed upon his grain stacks or 
corn cribs ? 

A sixth step in the progress of perverting the Government, has 
been taken in relation to the public lands. It has been seen that by 
the exercise of the Veto by the President, this State has lost this 
year^ at least $25,000 ; for if the land law had not been rejected 
by him, this year, the first dividend would have been paid into our 
State treasury. It would never hav^e been diminished in amount, 
and would have been paid continually, until our whole one thousand 
millions of acres of wild lands had been sold and peopled by settlers. 
JVo nation on earth has such a treasure of soil and fertility. It 
%vould not be exhausted in centuries. Part of it was won from the Brit- 
ish King by the revolutionary war, by the blood of some, who fell on 
the battle field, and some who stand here this day among us. Part 
was purchased of France, and part of Spain ; and the Indian title 
has been extinguished, bj^ purchases made with the common treasure 
of the whole nation. It is a common fund. Each State is entitled 
to its share. By the constitution. Congress is vested with the sole 
power to dispose of this territory. IVhy then, when Congress passed 
a law to dispose of this fund, by giving each State its annual share, 
in the annual amount of sales of this lai^d ; why did the President 
place his vetQ upon that law, and thus pervert the original purpose of 
the govqrnme^it^ frooi this universal benefit of the whole people ? 
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The purpose is manifest- It would drain out of the treasury at least 
three millions annually ; and transfer the yearly disbursement of that 
sum, from the executive of the United States, to the legislatures of 
the several States. It would to that amount shrink the gigantic di- 
mensions of presidential patronage. It would benefit the people j 
but it would curtail the number and lessen the pay of executive of-- 
ficers. Although this veto w^as passed before the seizure and remov- 
al of the people's money, yet that measure was then in preparatiofB 
and progress. Had the land law been approved, the President and 
his successor would have had three millions less at their disposal; J^or 
710 state taould have left a cent of the money for a day in any one of 
their depositary Banks. 

It was feared that the distribution of thisrnoneyj to the several 
States, would introduce more care and diligence, and detect or pre- 
vent the frauds and peculations of the general land office. Eachv 
State would probably have an eye on that great system and exclude- 
thousands of executive favorites, w^ho are now growing rich on the* 
national plunder. Time would fail me, should I attempt, on this- 
occasion, to narrate to you the kinds and number of frauds now suc- 
cessfully put in practice against the people, and their interests in re- 
lation to the public lands. A committee of the Senate have been 
employed in the investigation of this department of the public ser- 
vice. Xhey have not yet fully reported, but the chairman of that 
. committee, has publicly stated, that it already appears, according to 
tlie judgment of men best acquainted with these matters, that frauds 
have been committed against the people, to the amount of ^10, 0€0,G(K). 
This could not have been done without the connivance of executive 
officers J and, therefore, it is certain that none but executive favorites 
have been admit'ted to the benefits. Thus you see, my fellow citi- 
zens, that ail the benefits, w^hich the government wms established to 
give to the people by the public funds, or the public Lands, are taken 
from them, whether Jackson or An ti- Jack son. Van Buren or Anti- 
Van Buren men ; and are bestowed on office holders, or those who 
surround the palace of power and prostrate themselves before execu- 
tive sycophants. ^Vill you support men, who support such men and 
such measures? If you do this, what battle field of the revolution, 
what survivor of those glorious days, nay what grave of your fathers, 
will not cry out against you ? 

These things have been done, and some others attempted, in 
perversion of the great principles of the Revolution. 1 will mention 
but two of th^m. 

You all remember, that, after years of toil and effort in Congress, 
by the friends of the revolutionary soldiers, a system of laws was es- 
tablished, by which, all, who had been in the service during six 
months, should receive a pension during the remainder of their lives* 
It is needless to name those who labored most for those veterans; nor 
would I mention that now, had not some political miscreants endeav- 
ored to slander me, by propagating a report tliat I was opposed to 
this measure. Let tliem live to repent of their wickedness; but let 
their falsehood perish; for I was the first man who brought a Bill in- 
to Congress to provide for all the enlisted soldiers then alive. Nay 
more ; by that Bill, a provision was made for the widows of those 
who were already dead. I did believe tliat those patriotic women, 
who had sent their young husbands into the war, and endured for 
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seven years, all the anxiety and desolation of a youthful widowhood, 
merited a high reward from their country* This measure was not 
carried, but it has not been given up, by those who originally sup- 
ported it. I will say it to you, my fellow citizens, for it is true, al- 
though it is already known, and acknowledged in every other State 
in the Union ; I will say that I have labored, for the soldiers of the 
Revolution alive, and for the widows of the dead, with untiring dili- 
gence, and with a zeal which nothing ever cooled or abated. Those 
who say, or have said otherwise of me^ I leave to the infamy and the 
enjoyment of their own calumny. 

I have been hurried from my purpose. This subject was men- 
tioned to show how it is intended by the Executive to pervert the 
purposes of the Government, in providing for these men, into a 
scheme to create and to benefit a ugw set of Presidential officers. I 
cannot tell to you the story of this, in any better words than I used, 
on another occasion. Permit me, then, to use them here. 

Last year, and the year before, two or three men, not pensioners, 
were detected in the practice of frauds on the treasury. They had 
fabricated papers in the names of men who were dead ; and by a 
daring course of forgery and other crimes, succeeded in cheating the 
public out of perhaps fifty thousand dollars. It is admitted that no 
soldier ever had any connexion with these felonies. 

Now what is proposed to be done by way of remedy ? The 
President, hiiTiself a soldier, and as it is often boasted by his parti- 
zans, the hero of two wars, but rich in lands, in goods, in money, 
and in laborers ; the President did, in the last annual message to 
Congress, make the following recommendation, concerning all these 
poor, aged and infirm pensioners. The object, says he, should be 
twofold : — ''1. To look into the original justice of the claims, so far 
as this can be done under a proper system of regulations, by an ex- 
amination of the claimants themselves, and by inquiring, in the vi- 
cinity of their residence, into their history, and into the opinion en- 
tertained of their revolutionary services, 2, To ascertain, in all ca- 
ses, whether the original claimant is living, and this by actual per- 
sonal inspection- This measure will, if adopted, be productive, I 
think, of the desired results, and I therefore recommend it to your 
consideration, with the further suggestion, that all payments should 
be suspended till the necessary reports are received." 

What was done ? The Committee on Military Pensioners took 
the case into their grave consideration. They reported a bill provi- 
ding for the evil according to the recommendation of the President. 
It was not brought up for debate, or vote ; but the measure is propos- 
ed, and the measure may be adopted. By this bill, commissioners 
are to be appointed, by Executive iiiithority^ in every county of the 
U. States. Look you, my neighbors ; commissioners in every county! 
A new army, another host of officers, IVhat is their service ? To 
call together these pensioners; these men of scars and wounds; old, 
dercepit. and tottering on the face of that country, which, before 
these men who thus call them, were in life, was won, by their labor 
and blood. If thus without cause, they are to hunt them out, from 
cottage to cottage, or field to field, and find all who are alive, and by 
pri-sonal inspection^ ascertain that they are the same men, who fought, 
and bled, before these inquisitors of Kxecutive power were born. 

These young officers of this military commission, are to re-exam- 
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ine all these aged, and blind, and deaf, and palsied, and maimed 
veterans, and ascertain whether they hold in thelrmemories now 
exactly the same acts of the wars, which, in their younser years' 
were so fresUy recollected by them. For that purpose no doubt' 
this scrutinizing court will be furnished with the original declara- 
tions, made in open court, by these old soldiers, in their better days • 
and when each one of them could not only tell of wars, but ' 

"Shoulder his crutch, and sJiow how fields were won." 

One other provision, the President recommends, that the public 
money, so dear to his successor and to all his friends may be safe 
Nay, that these venerable remnants of the days of our patriotism and 
valor, may be all in the care, and safe keeping of this new Inquisi- 
tion, It is directed to he provided, that all payment of these pension- 
ers shall be suspended until all is finished." Who shall feed and 
clothe, and shelter these men, while this re-examination is be- 
ginning, and progressing, and completing, in all parts of the United 
States, and then at Washington 1 

By this process, it is believed, that all pensioners, and their feon^ 
and grandsons, and brothers, and neighbors, will, to propitiate these 
inquisitors, at once tJiinJc, and talk, and vote, just as, at Washington 
or A-lbany, it may be required of them. ^ 

Who could have devised a scheme so unjust, so cruel, so desti- 
tute of all feehng? Who could dare to take from these men their 
little annuities, their daily bread, their necessary clothing so paya- 
ble, and pledged to them, as it is, by their country, for their blood 
long ago shed, their wounds, long ago suffered ? It is a deep laid 
scheme of official plunder; and must have been intended to collect 
all these men, with all their relations, friends, and connexions with- 
m the wide circle drawn around our country by the political influence 
or rLixecutive patronage. 

It was designed for the purpose of creating another class of offi- 
cers and for payuig them out of the fund appropriated by Con^rress 
for the support of that aged remnant of our patriotic army who^ave 
lived to witness and to feel the gratitude of their country" Will you 
citizens of Rhode Island, suffer this fund to be thus diverted to the 
politicii purpose ot creating and paying another hord of officers ? 
You will, you will, if you support men, who are pledged to support 
the nominated successor of the present Chief Magistrate This 
measure will be pressed at the next session of Congress ; for when 
was Oen. Jackson known to relinquish his purposes? What will 
you, wdiat will the people gain by his success ? The money saved 
by starving revolutionary soldiers, will go to increase the number' 
and enlarge the pay of executive officers. ' 

Let me defiin you a moment longer, to mention on& other at- 
tempt to pervert the purposes of our government. You all reme'^j- 
ber that last winter, much rumor of a war with France was spread 
over tlie country. The President had recommended arminrr onr 
ships, and conimittmg reprisals on the commerce of French mer- 
chants. Both Houses of Congress had decided against this and all 
measures of hostihty ; and every fear, or feeling of war jiad passed 
away in the Halls^of the National Legislature, and from the mind.s 
ot the people. Notwithstanding this, a devoted partizan of iMr 
Van Buren, a friend and favorite of the President, did, on the last 
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tification Bill, which had been sent back from the Senate, and laid 
on the table of the House, for almost a week By this |^eml"ie^^^ 
it was proposed to place in the hands of the President $3,000,000, 
as it was pretended, for the defence of the country Every m^an 
knew that the country was in no danger ; every man knew that the 
money would be used for no other purpose than to mcrease Presi- 
dential patronage, by multiplying offices, creating salaries, and ulti- 
mately depriving the people of just so much of their money. The 
Senate offered to increase the Navy, offered to arm our Fortifications 
and to appropriate more money for these purposes ; but they refused 
to place Vhis money at the disposal of the President without any spe- 
<iific purpose of appropriation ; and although by this extravagant par- 
ti z an m^sure, the Fortification Bill was lost ; yet by the Senate 
the people were saved the three millions of dollars, and this scheme 
of new brigades of officers, with new salaries, and a new and ex- 
travagant expenditure, was frustrated. „ i ^^ 
People of Rhode Island, fellow citizens, who have so long and so 
iiiffhlv honored me with your confidence, I have faithfully pointed 
out to you, some of the departures of the present administration, 
from the great principles of the revolution. I have shewn how the 
entrenchments of executive power are drawn around you ; and liow 
you are already cut off from your money and your lands, and how you 
,rnay soon be separated from your liberties. I have stated nothing 
throutrh favor, affection, or hope of reward; but I have presented 
things truly, and as they have come to my knowledge I have no 
intefest separate from yours. You are the source of all the honors 
Which I ever have, or ever shall receive. I am one of the people. 
All my interests are united with your interests, and nothing earthly 
can ever separate them. The government which was established by 
our fathers for our benefit, has been by those who were appointed to 
administer its laws, perverted utterly and turned -to the mere use of 
themselves, and the host of executive officers, who surround them, 
and are devoted to their will and pleasure. Our money and our 
lands the fruits of our labors have been taken from us. Our liber- 
ties will soon follow, and then life will not be worth preserving. 

It is time, it is high time to awaken from supineness and slumber. 
A President of the United States is to be elected the next A^^ear, and 
this is the year, this is the time to secure to that high olhce, the 
election of a friend to the principles of the revolution, a friend to 
the great principles of our government, a friend to the people, the 
whole people and none but the people. 
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